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The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), otherwise known as the Global 
Goals, are a universal call to action to end 
poverty, protect the planet and ensure 
that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. 
The participating countries commit to 
working towards implementation of this 
Agenda by 2030. 
The SDGs came into effect in January 
2016. The 17 Goals build on the success 
of the Millennium Development Goals, 
while including new areas such as climate 
change, economic inequality, innovation, 
sustainable consumption, peace and 
justice, among other priorities. The goals 
are interconnected – often the key to 
success on one will involve tackling issues 
more commonly associated with another.
The SDGs work in the spirit of partnership 
and pragmatism to make the right choices 
now to improve life, in a sustainable way, 
for future generations. They provide clear 
guidelines and targets for all countries to 
adopt in accordance with their own 
priorities and the environmental 
challenges of the world at large. 

Besides the 2030 Agenda, African 
countries have committed to implement 
the African Union Agenda 2063, which is 
both a vision and a plan to build a more 
prosperous Africa in 50 years. The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
acknowledges the importance of the AU 
Agenda 2063 and considers it an integral 
part of its agenda.  
Several countries are already taking steps 
to translate the ambitions articulated in 
the 2030 Agenda into tangible outcomes 
for their people, beginning with 
integrating the SDGs into their national 
visions and plans. In South Africa, the 
UNDP has provided support to raise 
awareness about the SDGs among 
government officers, members of 
Parliaments, civil society and private 
sector actors.
Our development funds are all aligned 
with these goals, with the Futuregrowth 
Power Debt Fund fulfilling SDG7 in 
particular.

Source: UN in collaboration with Project Everyone 

Futuregrowth Power Debt Fund - alignment with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

“The SDGs provide us with a common plan and 
agenda to tackle some of the pressing challenges 
facing our world such as poverty, climate change 
and conflict.” 
Helen Clark, former head of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/12/519172-sustainable-development-goals-kick-start-new-year
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Impact indicators
SDG 7: Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 
for all to affordable, reliable and modern energy services, doubling the rate of 
improvement in energy efficiency, and promoting investment in energy 
infrastructure and clean energy technology.

- 61 Turbines installed and connected to the grid
- Generates approximately 563 500 MWh/year of clean renewable energy to the 

national grid
- Enough to power approximately 120 000 South African homes
- Eliminates approximately 550 000 tonnes of CO2 when compared to fossil fuels
- The life of a wind turbine is between 20 and 25 years, during which time they 

operate continuously for as much as 120 000 hours
- Enterprise Development annual budget of 0.6% of annual revenue
- Socio-Economic Development annual budget of 1.5% of annual revenue
- This monetary commitment has been made to the community for 20 years.

Images: Khobab https://khobabwind.co.za//
https://www.mainstreamrp.com/insights/communities/

Khobab Wind Farm

https://khobabwind.co.za/
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Futuregrowth Power Debt Fund investment: 
Khobab Wind Farm

The Khobab Wind Farm is committed to contributing to 
sustainable community growth through financial and non-
financial community development initiatives. This will be 
done by giving back a percentage of total revenue earned 
to the community; through Socio-Economic Development 
(SED); Enterprise Development (ED); and the 
establishment of a Community Trust.
During the construction phase of the wind farm, the 
community had access to more job and business 
opportunities than were previously available in the area, 
which traditionally suffers from high unemployment rates 
and poor levels of socio-economic development.
During the operations phase of Khobab Wind Farm, a 
monetary commitment was made to specifically 
developing enterprises and improving the socio-economic 
welfare of the community for 20 years.
The residents of Loeriesfontein in the Northern Cape, 
situated approximately 60km away from the wind farm 
site, will be the beneficiaries of community initiatives 
carried out for the 20 year life-span of the wind farm.
Socio-economic development
Khobab Wind Farm’s socio-economic development projects 
will include healthcare initiatives such as HIV and AIDS 
awareness campaigns; infrastructure development; 
women empowerment and youth upliftment through 
investments in sport and recreational activities, academic 
support programmes and early childhood development.

Enterprise development
Khobab Wind Farm will assist and accelerate the 
sustainability of local enterprises owned by previously 
disadvantaged people, with BBB-EE Recognition Levels, 
women-owned vendors and QSE’s and EMEs.
Community development
The Khobab Renewable Energy Community Trust owns 
5% of the Wind Farm. Established through loans from the 
Development Bank of South Africa (50%) and company 
shareholder’s (50%). The trust will invest in community 
education, health, agriculture, sports and cultural, and 
social welfare development once the loan has been repaid.

Environmental benefits of wind farms
No pollution: wind energy is a clean renewable energy source; 
unlike fossil fuel power plants, wind farms produce no air and 
water pollution.
Carbon emission offset: 1MW of wind energy can offset 
approximately 2 600 tons of CO2.
Water saving: no water is required in the generation of 
electricity from wind energy. This is a valuable benefit as it helps 
saves water resources, especially in water-scare environments.
Preserved ecology: The fauna and flora of the land used for 
wind farms is preserved, and can still be used for agriculture 
after erection of turbines.
Bird and bat studies: Despite concerns regarding the 
environmental impact of wind farms on bird and bat numbers, 
studies show that wind turbines cause less bird and bat fatalities 
than many other human activities.

Images: Khobab https://khobabwind.co.za//
https://www.mainstreamrp.com/insights/communities/
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Pop-up clinic to safeguard 
women's health
Sixty local women attended the pop-up 
clinic at Loeriesfontein sports hall and 
underwent a full range of screenings 
that would otherwise require hours of 
travel – along with all the associated 
costs – to access. A speech therapist, 
physiotherapist, dietitian and 
occupational therapist were on hand to 
give assessments as part of the joint 
Department of Health and Revival 
Clinic initiative, which was funded by 
Khobab Wind Farm.

The Isibindi Safe Park
The Safe Park was built 
to provide a safe and 
caring environment for 
children and youth who 
are especially at risk and 
vulnerable, the 
Loeriesfontein 
community,  providing 
access to the services of 
family-focused 
professional Child and 
Youth Care Workers. 
Khobab Wind Farm, 
funded the construction 
of the park and  training 
of care workers and 
continues to support this 
fundamental ongoing 
social intervention 
programme.

Khobab Wind Farm: making a difference
The residents of Loeriesfontein in the Northern Cape, situated approximately 60km away from the wind farm site, are 
the beneficiaries of the community initiatives, which will be carried out for the 20 year life-span of the wind farm. 
These span community education, health, agriculture, sports and cultural initiatives, and social welfare development.Careers Day 

support puts 
pupils on path to 
brighter future
The second year 
students at 
Loeriesfontein High 
School, in the 
Northern Cape, took 
part in a unique 
programme to 
assess their 
personalities, 
ambitions and 
talents, and 
highlight the best 
opportunities for 
them in the 21st 
Century economy.

Workshops about 
domestic violence
In the lead up to National 
Child Projection Week, an 
awareness project on 
domestic violence was 
held, focusing on helping 
children affected by 
domestic upheaval to 
better identify, 
understand, and share 
their troubled emotions.

‘Old-school’ 
classrooms get smart 
under wind farms' 
education programme
Traditional chalk boards 
at Loeriesfontein’s high 
school and primary school 
have made way for seven 
new, computer-connected 
Smart Boards funded by 
Khobab Wind Farm. The 
Smart Boards enhance 
interactive education and 
are proving their worth in 
teaching primary level 
maths from Grades Four 
to Seven. 
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